A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
the recognition of the old Plantagenet claim to the inheritance
in south-eastern France. In thus renewing the French wars
and running the risk of great expenses and further unpopularity
should he fail Henry was following the model of all uncertain
governments—gambling upon the popularity which should
follow victories abroad. It was too late for him to continue
the policy himself, for he was breaking down; but it was
handed on to his son. The King had one fit of epilepsy after
another, and the last seized him in the spring of 1413 while he
was praying in Westminster Abbey, before the shrine of
St Edward. His attendants carried him into a room of the
monastery, and there he died on March 20,
HENRY V
Opening of the Reign. The young man who succeeded
to the throne as Henry V was in his twenty-sixth year. He
was known (from the town in which he had been born) as
Henry of Monmouth. He inherited the bad blood and weak
constitution of his father, and was of singular character—
hatchet-faced, superstitious, with thin, firm lips and narrow
eyes, very intelligent, and of an iron self-control. But no one
yet knew, nor he himself, what he was so soon to show, his
very high talents as a soldier. He had already fought in arms
(when he was only sixteen) against Hotspur: he now inherited
the task of fighting across the Channel.
Immediately with the new reign, within a year of its beginning,
there was the usual anti-Lancastrian rising against the usurping
family, mainly supported by great crowds in the capital and
headed by a certain religious fanatic known as John Oldcastle.
It was mixed up with the remaining religious enthusiasm of
the Lollards and the dregs of the Wycliffite movement, but,
large though the gathering of rebels was, the young King
mastered them at once, and wasi rree to turn to the chief business
of his reign—armed interference in the civil war in France.
He had already begun negotiations for a marriage with
Katharine, the daughter of the mad King Charles; on the last
day of May 1414 he sent his envoys across the Channel, and
<m Jtdy 10 they presented the ancient claim of the Plantagenets
to their territories in France. We must remember that the
* affect of the loss of France was still recent; the young men
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